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Thomas Van Buskirk House

East Saddle River Road

Saddle River, Bergen County, New Jersey

Owner: Williasm J. Bond

Date of Erection: ZEast end of stone portion mutlt
1708; weat end of stone portion

bullt 1770; frame wing bullt
about 1880

Apchitects:

Builder: Thomas Van Buskirk

Pressnt Condition: Failr

Number of Stories: Two

Materials of Construction: Foundation - sandatone

Exterlor walls - red sandstone
dressed

Interior walls - plaster,
4x4 oak studs two feet on
center f£1lled with stone

Roof - originally gambrel,
raised to pitch in 1825

Historical Data:

The land upon which thils house was built
wag originally acquired from the Indians by Albert
Zaborowsky, who sold half of it to Thomas Van
Bosskerk.

The founder of the Van Buskirk family in
this country was Lourns Andriessen, who was a native
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of the Province of Holsteln in Denmark. Hs
was a tanner by trade end came to America in
1665, Shortly after hls immigration to America

 he took the surname of Van Buskirk, the Van

signifying "from" and Bos Kerck meaning "Church
in the woods".

In January, 1676, he bought a large
tract of land north and east of Hackensack,
known as New Hackensack, upon whilch he resided
as early as 1688, The property remasined In the
possession of Thomas Vaen Buskirk until 1921
when the present owner acquired it.

Bibliogrephy:
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e mentioned in the original history that
Llbert Zabriskie bought the land upon which this
house stands and sold half of it to Thomas Van
Buskirlk, However, no dates werc specified, The
Wearlimug tract as it is knovm was bought in 1702;
8ix years later holfl of it was sold to Thomas Van
dusLlrd, This sale is recorded on the revcrse of
the original Indian decd now oimed by J, Hosey Osborn
of Passaic a descendant of the Van Buskirks,

liiss Dailey has the folliwlng information
about Lourns or Leurens Andriessen She says he
came L0 “morica zbout 1654, cleven yvears earlier than
our date, =nd that he bousht land et Hingackwa, Green-
ville, dJerscy Clity, =zbout 1662 and built a houge there,
The first membcer of the family in Amerlica was an ‘
important figure in old Zergen. He was a Justice of the
Peace, Judge of Bergen Counby, and mewbgr of the 001n011
wnder several sovernors. By a jolnt wil %760 th
honiestead went to his sons Peler® and Thoms inomas
sold out and nmoved to Saddle River.

The original unit of the present house was
built by Thomas or his son, It was bullt in meny sccltions
The first unit was reotod in the early 01Luteonth ﬁcntury
and is constructed of stone cuarried on the hill of the
farm., It consisted of one large room and a gable roof and
is the northeast corner of the rresent house., There 1is
no cellar under btiis sectilon., De WHitt Glinton mentions a
stone houge in tihe survey of this section in 1734, It
wag later enlarped - a wide hall and another room vere
added. In the nlneteenth cenntury the frame story and
porch was bullt,.

The house before the Revolutionary lar was
used as an inn and the sarrct szbove served a2z a place

for public meetinge. The first church services in the
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valley were held in this garret, and the Lubtherans
continued to hold services here until thelir church,
3-330) was erected nearby in 1820 on land donated
by Thomas Vaen Buskirk, During the Revolutionary War
goldiers were billeted here, Thomas Vam Duskirk,
the last Ven Buskirlk owner, was a slave holder and
ovner of the ‘last slave in the vieinity.
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